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Martin Luther King DayJan 20
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Due to a severe uptick in COVID-19 
case counts and community spread, 
the State of Illinois Department of 
Commerce & Economic Opportunity 
(DCEO) has announced implemen-
tation of Tier 3 mitigations. Illinois 
communities in every corner of the 
state are facing record high case 
counts, and these additional pub-
lic health actions are necessary 
to  protect residents, businesses and 
communities. Additional information 
on the mitigations can be found on 
the Illinois DCEO website at 
dceocovid19resources.com/
restore-illinois.

Community Calendar

(continued on page 8)
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As we prepare to spend the holidays 
with family and friends, the Illinois 
Department of Public Health (IDPH) 
is offering recommendations on 
how to celebrate safer during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  During a time 
when social distancing and limiting 
the number of people at gatherings 
is important, special considerations 
should be taken:

· Practice the 3 W’s: Wear A Mask, Wash 
Your Hands, Watch Your Distance.

· If you are traveling for the holidays, 
consider your mode of transpor-
tation. Traveling by car alone or 
with household members limits 
exposure.

· Limit the number of guests inside 
your home. Try to increase air flow 
by partially opening windows.

*Events are tentative due 
 to COVID-19 restrictions

Mitigations Efforts & COVID-19 Holiday Tips



Like the rest of the world, the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the Village of 
Wauconda, including our residents and businesses. On March 27 Mayor Lincoln 
F. Knight declared a local state of emergency in the Village of Wauconda in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic. As of December 1 the Village Board has 
extended this state of emergency 17 times since March. As a result of the local 
emergency, the Village Board has taken the following actions:

• Suspended all late payment penalties and water shut-offs for all water/sewer 
customers from March through October

• Froze the water/sewer rates that were scheduled to increase on July 1, 2020.
• Extended payment due dates for all Village business license and liquor license 

holders
• Amended the Village Liquor Code to allow for the delivery of alcohol to assist 

bars and restaurants that are impacted by the pandemic
• Issued 7 temporary outdoor seating permits to allow restaurants to expand 

their seating capacity during pandemic mitigations

The Mayor and Village staff have participated in countless phone calls regarding 
COVID-19, including calls with the Lake County Health Department, Illinois 
Department of Public Health and Governor Pritzker, and the White House 
Coronavirus Task Force.  

Working with the Wauconda Area Chamber of Commerce, the Village helped to 
communicate information to our businesses regarding Federal and State grant 
funding opportunities, including the Lake County Small Business Assistance 
COVID-19 grant program, State of Illinois BIG program, US SBA Coronavirus Relief 
Programs, and CARES Act relief programs. The Village’s Economic Development 
Committee has also met several times in November and early December to discuss 
additional local business grant opportunities. Finally, the Village secured approxi-
mately $569,000 in grant funding from Lake County through the federal CARES 
Act to help the Village offset costs incurred as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

I hope everyone is doing well 
and ready for the holidays.  
As we continue to navigate 
through the pandemic I’d like 
to thank you for doing your 
part. It certainly has had its 
share of challenges, but by con-
tinuing to wear face coverings, 
social distancing, and washing 
our hands we will help our fel-
low residents stay healthy.  

In light of 2020, we at the Village 
continue to move forward and 
make adjustments as needed, 
while providing critical services 
for residents and businesses. In-
cluded is a “State of the Village” 
update, covering topics from 
COVID-19 to economic devel-
opment, and others. Please 
take the time to review as we 
strive to keep you informed 
about our community.

Mayor’s Message
Lincoln F. Knight
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STATE OF THE VILLAGE
COVID-19 Pandemic

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, in the spring the Village Board 
was able to pass a balanced budget without cutting services, 
while continuing to fund necessary capital improvements. 
This was primarily possible due to various cost containment 
measures implemented over the past several years along 
with a strong emergency reserve. While COVID-19 has im-
pacted Wauconda’s local economy, retail sales in the Village 
are exceeding original budgeted expectations, with sales for 
July, August, and September actually surpassing actual sales 
from 2018 and 2019 for the same period.  Although many of 
our local businesses are still struggling, the unified support 
of our residents have helped to keep many businesses alive 
during the pandemic.

Village Finances
In addition to spending time and resources helping 
to manage the COVID-19 pandemic, the Village was 
able to accomplish several other initiatives in 2020:

NEW VILLAGE WEBSITE 
To improve communication with our residents and 
business community, in October the Village launched 
a newly designed Village of Wauconda website. The 
new design features a clean and organized layout, 
homepage social media feeds, pop-up alerts, and 
an improved news flash section. The Village website 
may be accessed at wauconda-il.gov.

Other Village Highlights



STATE OF THE VILLAGE
In spite of COVID-19, Wauconda has been fortunate to see several economic 
development opportunities come our way in 2020:

LIBERTY COURT TIF DEVELOPMENT – After its inception in 2013, Wauconda’s 
Triangle Area TIF District located on IL 176 between IL 59 and US Hwy 12 has its first 
proposed redevelopment project known as Liberty Court.  The proposed Liberty 
Court project located at 480-486 W. Liberty Street (vacant parcel and current Fifth 
Third Bank property) will feature a new 15,600 SF medical office building in the lo-
cation of the existing Fifth Third Bank building as well as a relocation of Fifth Third 
Bank to a smaller 2,400 SF building just east along the IL 176 frontage.  Adjacent to 
the new Fifth Third Bank location are plans for a new 2,100 SF Starbucks café. The 
Village is in preliminary discussions with the developer for this project and more 
information on this opportunity will become available in early 2021.

WAUCONDA CARE EXPANSION – This project includes a 26,000 SF expansion 
of the existing rehabilitation center on Thomas Court.  This expansion includes the 
addition of 42 new one-bedroom units.

BP GAS STATION - This $1.5 million remodeling project included the replacement of 
the existing gas pumps with new pumps, a new canopy, new signage, remodeling of 
the “C” Store (convenience store), and the upgrading and remodeling of the car wash.

PET SUPPLIES PLUS – Pet Supplies Plus has submitted plans for an interior 
build-out of the 7,675 SF space currently vacant between Rosati’s Pizza and the 
Post Office in the Liberty Square shopping center.

SYNERGY FLAVORS – Synergy Flavors is continuing their reinvestment in their 
Wauconda facility and has recently submitted plans for the interior remodeling of 
the two story office building and part of their production facility.  In total this rep-
resents a 14,000 SF renovation valued at approximately $2.4 million.  This new re-
investment follows Synergy’s previous large-scale remodeling completed in 2019, 
which included a $4.1 million, 18,000 SF expansion.

Economic Development

The Larkdale Storm Sewer 
Rehab Project was complet-
ed this summer. The Village 
received a grant for 50% of the 
project cost in the amount of 
$30,000 from the Lake County 
SMC SIRF Grant program.

In late 2020 the Village will be 
installing two new electric car 
charging stations at the Village 
Hall parking lot, which will be 
open to the public.

The Village completed Phase II 
engineering for the Main Street 
resurfacing project from Route 
12 south to the Village corporate 
limits just south of the American 
Legion Hall. The Village is apply-
ing for federal funding to help 
pay for this approximately $1.4 
million project.

The Village completed the 
capping of four shallow wells 
that are no longer needed now 
that the Village receives its water 
from Lake Michigan. Four deep 
wells will remain in operation on 
standby as the Village’s emer-
gency backup water supply.

2020 Capital 
Improvement 
Projects
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PRAIRIELAND DISPOSAL
In September the Village entered into a new residential waste, recycling, and yard 
waste service franchise agreement with Prairieland Disposal. This process was part 
of a joint-jurisdictional Request-For-Proposal (RFP) with the Villages of Lake Zurich, 
Island Lake, Tower Lakes and Deer Park. Some of the benefits include:
• Lower monthly prices
• Leaf vacuuming services
• Free yard waste pick-up included (up to 15 bags per week)
• Single-pass vehicles for the collection of both garbage and recycling with one 

truck, (will help with wear-and-tear on Village roads)

VOLO POLICE SERVICES 
On November 1, the Village entered into an intergovernmental agreement with 
the Village of Volo for overnight parking enforcement services. This will bring 
approximately $76,000 a year of new revenue to the Village’s General Fund.

As you can see the board and 
staff have been busy as usual, 
while making adjustments 
as needed due in part to the 
pandemic and its effects. We 
strive to keep Wauconda a 
place where we can work, live 
and play and this is due to all of 
us working together.



The Village of Wauconda is responsible for 13 snow plowing routes which covers 
approximately 114 lane miles of streets and roads throughout the Village. This 
includes the plowing of Illinois Route 176 (from Fairfield Road to Anderson Road) 
and Illinois Route 59 (from E. Liberty Street to Oak Grove Drive) through an inter-
governmental agreement with the Illinois Department of Transportation. The 
Village also performs snow and ice removal service for the municipally owned 
parking lots and alleys. The following roads are maintained by other governmental 
agencies with jurisdiction in the Village:

• Bonner Road (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• Fairfield Road  (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• Gilmer Road  (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• U.S. Route 12 (Illinois Department of Transportation)

Who Plows My Street?

WINTER NEED-TO-KNOW

It’s that time of year again when winter weather operations are kicking into 
gear. Last winter the Public Works Department responded to 26 snow and ice 
events, totaling 39.5” of snow. 
 
The Public Works Department has begun preparing for the 2020/2021 winter 
season. In the weeks and months before the winter weather sets in, Public Works 
staff completes snowplow truck inspections, and all trucks are converted into 
“winter mode” with the installation of de-icing equipment, pre-wetting tanks, 
and snowplows. All of the Village’s snowplow drivers review their routes and 
familiarize themselves with any new equipment or procedures.

Winter Season Preparations

As we enter the winter season here are a few helpful reminders and tips:

• When shoveling driveways, clear the 
area to the left of the driveway (left 
when facing the street). This gives plows 
a space to push all the snow from the 
road that would normally end up at the 
end of your driveway.

• Once plow drivers have plowed your 
road, and if you still need to snow blow 
your driveway, it is best to place the snow in your yard or in the parkway to 
prevent snow piles at the end of your driveway. Piling or blowing snow in the 
roadway is strictly prohibited

• Village Ordinance states that there is no parking on Village streets at any time 
during a snowfall of two inches or more 

 
If you have any questions regarding winter season operations, please contact 
the Public Works Department at 847-526-9610.

Winter Reminders

Clear the area to the 
left of your driveway

It takes the cooperation and 
effort of all Wauconda citizens 
to help make safe road and 
pedestrian conditions during 
the winter season. Some winter 
responsibilities are required of 
citizens by Village ordinance. 
The following are some helpful 
winter  reminders  of  Village 
winter ordinance requirements:

Parking
To help with safe and efficient 
snow removal operations, 
parking any vehicle on any 
street in the Village after a 
snowfall of two inches or 
more is prohibited. Vehicles 
in violation of this ordinance 
may be ticketed and/or towed 
at the owner’s expense.

Placing Snow on 
Streets
To help keep streets clear 
of snow and safe for travel, 
residents are asked to not 
clear snow from their side-
walks and/or driveways onto 
streets. Please see the Winter 
Season Preparations section 
for helpful tips on how to 
clear your driveway and avoid 
the “second shovel”.

Sidewalk Snow          
Removal
The Village encourages safe  
pedestrian travel throughout 
the Village. Property owners 
are required to remove snow 
and ice from sidewalks adjacent 
to their property within 24 
hours after a snowfall of two 
inches or more.

Winter               
Ordinance         
Requirements
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6”- 8”

41”- 45”

Wauconda Village Code sets a max speed limit of 50 mph while operating any 
snowmobile, ATV, UTV or other motorized conveyance on any frozen water 
located within the Village limits. Between sunset and 10 a.m. the speed limit is 
reduced to a maximum of 25 miles per hour. (Sec. 77.05).

The Village of Wauconda also requires that all motorized vehicles be insured 
and registered with the State of Illinois. Registration tags should be displayed 
appropriately. Additional information can be found on the Illinois DNR website. 
The Marine Patrol Unit oversees winter lake activities. 

All activities on the waters or surface of Bangs Lake or any body of water in the 
Village of Wauconda are at the participants’ own risk. The Village of Wauconda 
assumes no liability for said use.

Snowmobile & Motorized Vehicle Safety

Are you having a hard time 
paying your water/sewer bill? 
Contact  Utility  Billing  at 
waterbilling@wauconda-il.gov 
or call 847-526-9604 to learn 
about helpful financial resourc-
es and possible payment plan 
options.

To help protect your mailbox and the Village’s snow removal crews, please make 
sure that your mailbox meets the following requirements:

Only one mailbox per residence may be placed within the right-of-way (except 
for multiple -user mailboxes approved by the U.S.P.S.).

Mailboxes must be maintained by the property 
owner and kept in good condition at all times; 
and the mailbox shall be removed if the building 
it serves has closed or relocated; and the mailbox 
shall be removed immediately if the Village deter-
mines it poses a  particular threat to public safety.

The front surface of the mailbox shall be installed 6 
to 8 inches from the edge of the pavement or the 
back of the curb (if such curb exists) and the bottom 
surface of the mailbox shall be between 41 and 45 
inches from the ground surface.

Utility Billing 

Mailbox Placement
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Senior Citizen  
Discount on      
Water/Sewer Bills

Building Permits

The Village offers a senior citi-
zen discount on their monthly 
water/sewer bills, which pro-
vides registered participants 
age 65 and over with a 10% 
discount on the first 2,000 
gallons of billed water / sewer 
per month. If you would like 
to participate in this free pro-
gram, please bring photo ID 
that includes your date of birth 
and Wauconda mailing ad-
dress to the Village Hall at 101 
North Main Street to register. 

Building permits can now be 
paid for by credit card or debit 
card through the Illinois E-Pay 
system Please note there is 
a card fee of 2.25% added to 
each transaction for processing 
your building permit payment. 
Should you wish not to pay this 
fee please mail your payment to 
the Community Development 
Department at 109 W. Bangs 
Street, Wauconda IL 60084.

magic.collectorsolutions.
com/magic-ui/en-US/Login/
village-of-wauconda



 The Village of Wauconda takes great pride in our community’s crown jewel – Bangs 
Lake.  One of the many ways the Village helps to take care of this valuable natural 
resource is through the annual Fish Restocking Program.  

The Village’s fish restocking vendor, Richmond Fisheries, deposited 
the following species into Bangs Lake as part of the Village’s 
comprehensive fish stocking plan:

• 750 Black Crappie 4”-6”
• 500 Redear Sunfish 3”-5” (Sunfish feed 
 on the invasive zebra mussels)
• 200 Channel Catfish 6”-8”
• 900 Walleye 5" - 7"
• 100 Northern Pike 10" - 15"
• 750 Yellow Perch 5" - 7"

The Wauconda/Island Lake Food Pantry’s purpose is to help local families and 
individuals in times of emergency or unusual hardship, and in some cases to 
help sustain low income families and people who are ill or elderly. The Wauconda/ 
Island Lake Food Pantry is a registered non-profit 501(c) organization man-
aged by a board of directors and staffed by a group of volunteers from the 
community. In 2018, the Wauconda/Island Lake Food Pantry served an average 
of 248 families per month and an average of 778 individuals in the Wauconda/ 
Island Lake area.

Food donations are needed now more than ever before. Just as the Wauconda/ 
Island Lake Food Pantry is facing unprecedented need, the cost of food has 
skyrocketed. The number of families and individuals seeking assistance has 
doubled over the past few years and food prices have reached an all-time 
high, and continue to rise. Your donation of non-perishable items are great-
ly appreciated. There are permanent drop-off food locations throughout the 
community: Food Pantry, Bliss Wine & Gifts, Island Lake Village Hall, Wauconda 
Village Hall, Vickies Personal Touch, Wauconda Township Office, Bulldogs Grill 
and Threads. Volunteer hours are available to re-stock shelves, go shopping, 
clean, and do database entry. Call today to see how your talents can be uti-
lized! Please contact Marge at 847-526-8684 or infowilfp@gmail.com. If you 
need assistance, please call the food pantry directly at 847-526-8684. 

Fish restocking update

Food Pantry Donations
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Bangs Lake is one of Wauconda 
-area’s finest recreational loca-
tions. The lake is approximately 
309 acres in size and is enjoyed 
by fishermen, skiers, and recre-
ational boaters. Please familiar-
ize yourself with the Welcome 
to Bangs Lake Guide which    
contains important rules and 
regulations pertaining to lake 
activities. The guide can be 
found on the Marine Patrol Unit 
page on the Village website. 

Each winter Bangs Lake is a 
popular spot for fishermen of 
all levels. To safely monitor and 
regulate ice fishing on Bangs 
Lake, the Village requires an 
Ice Shelter Permit.  Ice Shelter 
Permits are not required for any 
Village approved fishing tour-
naments on Bangs Lake.

Shelter Fees:

All shelters must register 
with the Wauconda Police 
Department. Permits can be 
obtained while on the lake or 
in advance at the Wauconda 
Police Department located 
at 311 S. Main Street. More 
information can be found on 
our website under Marine  
Patrol Unit.

Permanent Shelter
This shelter can be left on 
the ice all season, 
unattended (one-time fee)

Temporary Shelter
This shelter must be taken 
down daily, must not be 
left unattended, and can 
be erected throughout the 
entire season (one-time fee)

No fee for fishing without a 
shelter e.g., anglers sitting 
on a bucket on the open ice

$45

$25

$0

Fishing Shelters

Bangs 
Lake
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DECEMBER
December 22

Natural Resources 4:30 pm

JANUARY
January 5

Village Services 4:30 pm 
Village Board Meeting 6:00 pm

 
January 12

Economic Development 4:30 pm

January 19
License & Administration 4:30 pm

Village Board Meeting 6:00 pm

January 26
Natural Resources 4:30 pm

FEBRUARY 
February 2

Village Services 4:30 pm
Village Board Meeting 6:00 pm

 
February 9

Economic Development 4:30 pm

February 16
License & Administration 4:30 pm

Village Board Meeting 6:00 pm

February 23
Natural Resources 4:30 pm

MARCH 
March 2

Village Services 4:30 pm
Village Board Meeting 6:00 pm

 
March 9

Economic Development 4:30 pm

Winter Meeting 
ScheduleThe Environmental Protection Agency states that 40% of all battery sales oc-

cur during the holiday season. Consider purchasing rechargeable batteries 
and battery chargers in place of traditional batteries. 

Recycling processes for single use non-rechargeable alkaline batteries (i.e. 
AAA, AA, C, D 6v & 9v) are not yet widely available. The US EPA classifies single 
use non-rechargeable alkaline batteries as non-hazardous and advises that 
they may be safely disposed of with normal household waste. Never dispose 
of batteries in fire because they could explode. It is important not to dispose 
of large numbers of batteries in a group. Used batteries are often not com-
pletely drained of power. Grouping used batteries together can bring these 
partially charged batteries into contact with one another, creating sparking 
and possible fire. To avoid risk, simply place a piece of household tape over 
the contact points of each used battery before disposing of them in the nor-
mal household waste. 

There are a few single use non-rechargeable alkaline battery recycling options 
available locally to Lake County residents, as well as some fee based mail back 
options as listed below.  The following is a list of service providers that accept 
for free or for a fee, single use non-rechargeable household alkaline batteries:

Batteries + Bulbs: batteriesplus.com/t/recycling/battery
Call to Recycle: call2recycle.org/locator
Waste Management Think Green from Home: thinkgreenfromhome.com
Battery Solutions: batteryrecycling.com
The Big Green Box: biggreenbox.com
Veolia Environmental Service: lamprecycling.veoliaes.com/battery_recycling

Battery Recycling Tips

Times and dates are subject to 
change. Please check the meeting 
calendar on the  Village of Waucon-
da website www.wauconda-il.gov 
to confirm

**

How to Dispose of Your Christmas Tree?
Residents looking to dispose of their Christmas trees after the holiday have two 
convenient options, through Prarieland or at Lake County Forest Preserve (LCFP): 

PRARIELAND DISPOSAL
Prarieland, the Village’s refuse contractor, will conduct Christmas tree collection ser-
vice from Monday, Jan 4, 2021 through Friday, Jan 15, 2021. Residents should have 
their Christmas tree at the curb by 7:00 a.m. on their service day during the specified 
dates to be collected for composting. The maximum length accepted by Prairieland 
is 7 ft. If your tree exceeds 7ft, it must be cut in half. Trees should not be in tree bags. 

If you have any questions, please contact Prairieland at 847-381-9300 or visit 
their website at PrairielandDisposal.com. 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE HOLIDAY TREE RECYCLING
Bring your tree to a drop-off site at one of the following forest preserves, 
open daily from 6:30am to sunset:
· Lakewood in Wauconda - drop trees off along Forest Preserve Drive

Donated trees are chipped and used for trails and landscaping at forest preserves 
throughout Lake County. Drop-offs accepted at the marked sites only between 
December 26 and February 1. Only undecorated, real Christmas trees can be ac-
cepted; no yard waste. Commercial drop-offs are prohibited.



· Limit your activities in the two weeks prior to your 
gathering and ask guests to do the same.

· Shop online or through a personal/virtual shoppe.
·  If you are sick, do not travel or attend gatherings

(COVID-19 continued from page 1)

Wauconda WIRE101 North Main Street
Wauconda, IL 60084

Mayor Lincoln F. Knight
Village Board Members
Chuck Black
Tim Howe
Adam Schlick
Village Clerk Cheryl Falk-Novak
Village Hall 847-526-9600
Public Works 847-526-9610
Community Development 847-526-9609
Utility Billing 847-526-9604 
Police Non-Emergency 847-526-2421

Wauconda-Il.gov
Commercial use or reproduction of any materials contained in this 
newsletter is prohibited without permission of the Village of Wauconda.

@VillageofWauconda     
@Wauconda60084     
Village of Wauconda     
Wauconda_60084
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A translated version of the newsletter is available on the Village 
website at wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters. Una versión traducida 
del boletín informativo está disponible en el sitio web de la 
Ciudad en: wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters

IDPH also recommends that everyone get a flu vaccine. It 
takes the body several weeks after receiving the vaccine 
to build up antibodies. For more holiday safety tips, visit 
the IDPH website at www.dph.illinois.gov.

Source: Illinois Department of Public Health 
Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

Rich Morino
Tom Shaw
Jeff A. Sode




